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Editorial (tammt nt 



With this issue, Volume IV of the Journal is completed. The 
thanks of the Editors are hereby extended to all who have made 
their task easier by contributing articles, by sending in items of 
news, by doing reviews of current publications of interest, and by 
uttering a word of encouragement and congratulation now and 
then to indicate that our readers are watchful to recognize meri- 
torious effort. Naturally, these compliments should be addressed 
to the various contributors to the Journal rather than to the 
Editors, who hereby announce to those who have really made 
Volume IV, that, so far as the Editors are informed, their efforts 
are Very favorably appreciated by the clientele of the Journal. 
The Managing Editor takes pleasure in adding that in his opinion 
contributions to the Journal have in general a high degree of excel- 
lence and appropriateness, and that he has been much embarrassed, 
especially in the last few months, to choose between a number of 
articles that demanded prompt publication in space that would 
not contain half of them. He has been forced to postpone until 
Volume V the appearance of some excellent material, and begs the 
authors to believe that it is only the question of priority and 
weighty editorial reasons that have constrained him to decide thus 
in regard to these particular articles. He would like to be able 
to add sixteen or more pages to each issue. Perhaps that will 
come in time. It is purely a question of cost of manufacture, and 
this year, with each number costing ten cents for printing alone, 
and only twelve and a half cents being allotted to the Business 
Manager for each number from by far the larger number of our 
subscribers, we have been taking a considerable risk in somewhat 
enlarging the last few numbers to sixty-four pages. Let each 
reader who is interested in the Journal see that his name and 
the names of all his acquaintances in the profession are on the sub- 
scription lists, and that fees are paid promptly. It is then that 
the Editors will dare approach the Business Manager with their 
hands full of excellent MSS and demand more space in which to 
print their contributors' articles. 



The Managing Editor has made a sincere effort to increase the 
scope and interest of Notes and News and has been ably seconded 
in this by the correspondents whose names appear at the head of 
that department, some of whose reports have been real models of 
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excellence. Last September he resolved that very soon he would 
have a correspondent in each state of the union. It is evident how 
great his failure has been. If the Journal had been his first and 
only occupation, he might have come nearer succeeding. As it is 
he has spent a lot of time in fruitless letterwriting. Either there 
were no answers or there were refusals. However, he is still con- 
vinced that in every state there is some one who can and will do 
just the sort of thing that readers of the Journal demand, and that 
there is also some one who likes the Journal well enough to betray 
the identity of this hidden correspondent. Do it at once; as soon 
as you have read this paragraph, for thus provided, the Journal 
can start off next fall with a momentum quite different from its 
gradual recovery of life last autumn after the summer's lethargy. 
Let our columns reflect all phases of activity and interest in our 
field in all sections of the country; let each correspondent get all 
the precise information he can in regard to past and present regis- 
tration in the various languages, registration as compared with 
other subjects, current opinion in his region as to the place of the 
languages in education, the average length of time that the average 
pupil pursues his French or German or Spanish, the ability he 
attains, particularly in the case of those who do not continue in 
college, all valid attempts made to determine capacity and achieve- 
ment in language learning — all this in addition to the personal and 
general items that we all like so well. All our correspondents will 
never carry out the whole program, but if each one does a part, 
they will supply the Journal with a rarely interesting and valuable 
body of information. 



No doubt many of our readers have been puzzled by the irregu- 
larity of the dates on which their copy of the Journal has arrived, 
and have wondered what the editor's system was, presuming he 
thought he had one. Now the editor and printer agreed that the 
Journal should be mailed on the twentieth of each month of publi- 
cation. Copy was to be in the printer's hands on the fifteenth of 
the month preceding that of publication, and just thirty-five days 
later our readers were to be gladdened by knowing that something 
nice had been sent them. The October issue did not get out until 
well into November. There was an exchange of vigorous cor- 
respondence between the editor and the printer, the latter's reasons 
being of course excellent, and gradually the schedule got to work. 
It got off again in March, and as this is being written, the editor 
is hopeful that the April and May issues will not be over ten days 
late in getting into the mails. In any case, he has kept his part of 
the time agreement — and the printer writes such satisfactory let- 
ters of apology and explanation that no jury would condemn him. 
For other vagaries, such as the disappearance of the Business 
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Manager's name from the March cover, and curious legends that 
appear and disappear and change, the postomce authorities are 
responsible. The Journal has not yet been duly entered and classi- 
fied. This process nearly prostrated Mr. Busse, and it seems to 
have grown no more simple since his day. Our printer is struggling 
with it now. If he succeeds, much will be forgiven him. 



If the Managing Editor is allowed to make suggestions to con- 
tributors to the Journal, he will urge teachers who are interested 
in questions of syntax and of literature bearing on problems 
arising in secondary school and college classes to submit for publi- 
cation the results of their investigations, for one must investigate 
just as seriously to reach sound conclusions in these matters as for 
what is generally called "research." Large numbers of teachers 
would welcome careful discussions of common linguistic questions, 
whether of syntax or of idiom, and an equal number would be glad 
to have interpretive and informative — though not highly special- 
ized — articles on the literatures of Europe, especially as these are 
connected with the texts actually read in our class rooms. Partic- 
ularly would they be glad to have from better informed colleagues 
articles on contemporary thought and literature, so that they may 
add to their own understanding of the country they are urging 
their pupils to learn to know. Recent numbers of Die Neueren 
Sprachen contained a very long and exhaustive article on the his- 
tory of Renan's intellectual relations with Germany. Though 
such a topic must be of very great interest to thoughtful Germans 
at the present time, this particular article seemed to the editor 
over-long and over- specialized for a pedagogical review. However, 
he could not help wishing that some of the Journal's contributors 
would submit from time to time something of the sort, from which 
their native good sense would, of course, lead them to excise all 
defects due to errors of judgment. The editor has heard more 
than one favorable comment on a certain recent article dealing 
with the French subjunctive. Let us continue to discuss questions 
of method until the best thought of the country has been expressed 
and tested by experience under various conditions. However, let 
us not forget that matters of linguistic usage, of understanding of 
ideas as they are expressed in the literature and history of the 
peoples whose languages we are teaching, are the basis for all our 
efforts, and that all the readers of the Journal are far from satisfied 
that they have reached finality on all the questions that arise 
therefrom. 



Some — a very few — of our readers seem in doubt as to what the 
attitude of the Journal is toward the many questions connected 
with the various languages that are discussed in its pages, and 
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cannot help connecting the various and sundry opinions expressed 
by our contributors with the views of the Editors. The Editors 
are very glad that they do not have to establish that connection 
themselves. They would, for example, have had to do a great 
deal of straddling to take their stand on the articles of both Mr. 
Bovee and Mr. Froelicher in the November issue. The pages of 
the Journal are not closed to expressions of opinion in which the 
Editors do not share nor to arguments against views they do hold, 
if, in their estimation, some contribution is thereby made to some 
phase of our professional activity. They are not desirous of 
encouraging contributions in which personal or professional acri- 
mony is displayed. Such utterances tend to breed bad feeling and 
to bring the whole cause into disfavor. They deplore any evi- 
dences of ill-feeling between individuals or groups in the profession. 
At the same time, they are not so comfortable in a smug optimism, 
nor so devoid of a sense of humor, as to be unwilling to open their 
ears to the voice of the critic, whether from without or from within, 
especially if his reasoning have enough wit to keep it sweet. He 
may argue that our dearest theories are false or that the subjects 
in which we are most interested are far less important than others 
taught by our colleagues in or out of the language field. We do 
not conceive of the Journal as being a place where people may air 
merely their opinions or their prejudices, but as a forum where any 
one who has a solid contribution to make to the general subject of 
the study of the modern foreign languages taught in American 
schools is sure to find an interested and intelligent audience, 
whether he is voicing generally accepted doctrine, or whether lie 
is engaged in breaking a few idols. We wish to direct neither a 
pink tea party nor a Kilkenny cat fight. There is room for much 
enjoyment and constructive effort in between. If a contributor 
fairly lays himself open to a rejoinder, the editor is not averse to 
seeing the fun. But let the spirit of animosity no more prevail 
to injure our common cause than did the prejudice of the Ulster 
regiment that charged to the rescue of a sorely punished west 
coast command, yelling loudly: "To hell with the Pope!" 

There is no especial point to this sermon. The Managing 
Editor is delighted to be able to say sincerely that his blue pencil 
has rarely been called into activity by anything that has seemed to 
him personally or professionally indiscreet or objectionable, but 
after having served a year at reading the manuscripts of others, 
he may be pardoned for indulging in a few such commonplaces as 
those contained in the paragraph above. 



